VTAs and other hazardous substances permission application form – Version 6: 4 November  2022

APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO USE CERTAIN VERTEBRATE TOXIC AGENTS OR OTHER HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES IN A CATCHMENT AREA FROM WHICH WATER IS DRAWN FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION OR AN AREA WHERE A RISK TO PUBLIC HEALTH MAY BE CREATED
Under section 95A of the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 (HSNO Act), permission is required from a public health HSNO enforcement officer to use certain vertebrate toxic agents (VTAs) or other hazardous substances
 when they are intended to be applied or used in a catchment area from which water is drawn for human consumption, or applied in any other area where a risk to public health may be created.

This application form is to be used when applying for such a permission.

Guidance

Complete all sections of this application form. If a section is not relevant, return the section as part of the completed application form and write “not applicable” across it. Return the completed application form to vtaapplications@health.govt.nz
Further information is available in the Ministry of Health’s Guidelines for Issuing Permissions for the Use of Vertebrate Toxic Agents (Revised 2022) available at https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/guidelines-issuing-permissions-use-vertebrate-toxic-agents 

The current HSNO Approvals for hazardous substances can be found by searching the register on the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) website at http://www.epa.govt.nz/search-databases/pages/controls-search.aspx
Other Relevant Legislation
Operators must be aware of and comply with all relevant legal obligations. The conditions of a permission are legally binding; however, compliance with conditions does not necessarily mean that operators have met all legal requirements for the use of VTAs and other hazardous substances. It is the responsibility of operators to comply with all legal requirements, including but not limited to, the Agricultural Compounds and Veterinary Medicines Act 1997, Animal Products Act 1999, Biosecurity Act 1993, Civil Aviation Act 1990, Conservation Act 1987, Crimes Act 1961, Food Act 2014, Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 (HSNO Act), Health and Safety at Work Act 2015, Health and Safety at Work (Hazardous Substances) Regulations 2017, Land Transport Act 1998, Resource Management Act 1991 and Water Services Act 2021.

	SECTION A: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

	

	Full name of applicant:

The legal entity who will be accountable for complying with the permission conditions eg corporation, company, incorporated society, trust, principal agency, contractor or subcontractor or named individual. It also includes the Crown (e.g. the Department of Conservation).
	

	Contact person: Individual who can answer questions about the application.
	

	Contact details:

Physical address:
Postal address:
Contact phone number:
Email:
	

	Applicant signature:

Individual with authority to sign on behalf of the applicant.
	

	Date:
	


	Application type

	A permission may be extended up to 12 months from the original finish date, or renewed for a maximum of three years, if it meets the following criteria.  

· Consultation on the dates has occurred.

· There is no change to the methodology, controls, permission conditions or operation areas.
· No non-compliances or incidents have been identified.

	New
	Yes/No
	Extension provide permission identification code
	  
	Renewal provide current permission identification code
	  

	Operational period

A permission may be issued for a maximum period of three years under certain conditions (refer the Ministry of Health’s Guidelines for Issuing Permissions for the Use of Vertebrate Toxic Agents https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/guidelines-issuing-permissions-use-vertebrate-toxic-agents) .  Where an operation extends past three years, the applicant must apply for a new permission.

	Intended start date:
	
	Intended finish date:
	

	Operation

	Operation name:
	

	Operation locality:
	

	Nearest city/town:

Name, direction and distance
	

	Local government

District council, city council, unitary authority, regional council
	

	Total operation size (ha):
	

	Previous operations:

If the applicant has carried out an operation at the same location within the past five years, provide date of operation and permission identification code.
	


	Contractual arrangements


If any part of the operation is subcontracted, please provide the following information.
		Agency/Authority
	Area of responsibility

	Example

	Principal agency (eg OSPRI, DoC)

Contractor (eg Regional Council)

Subcontractor (eg operator)

	e.g. Control of bovine TB, Conservation, 

e.g. Contracted by OSPRI

e.g. Field operations


	Principal agency:
		
	Contractor:
		
	Subcontractor:

		

	


	Full name of subcontractor:

For example the corporation, company, incorporated society, trust, principal agency, contractor or subcontractor or named individual.
	

	Contact person: Individual who can answer questions about the application.
	

	Contact details:

Physical address:
Postal address:
Contact phone number:
Email:
	


	VTA or hazardous substance information (1)

	VTA or hazardous substance 
e.g. potassium cyanide

	Strength
e.g. 475 g/kg
_______ g/kg
	Form 
e.g. pellets
	Application rate 

(for aerial operations)
___________kg/Ha
	Purpose 
e.g. for possum control

	HSNO approval number (e.g. HSR002424):

	Start date of application:
	Last date of application:

	Specify all application methods to be used for the hazardous substance:

Treatment area size (ha):

Methods to be used (tick applicable box):

	· Aerial
         

· Hand broadcast


· Turf spits/direct to ground

· Other control methods:

Describe briefly below:


	Yes      No

· 
(
· 
(
· 
(
· 
(

	· Bait stations and bags:

State heights of bait stations/bags:

Types of bait stations/bags used:


	Yes      No

· 
(


	VTA or Hazardous substance information (2) 

Print additional copies of this page if more than two hazardous substances are to be used

	VTA or Hazardous substance 
e.g. potassium cyanide

	Strength
e.g. 475 g/kg
_______ g/kg
	Form 
e.g. pellets
	Application rate 

(for aerial operations)
___________kg/ha
	Purpose 
e.g. for possum control

	HSNO Approval Number (e.g. HSR002424):

	Start date of application:
	Last date of application:

	Specify all application methods to be used for the hazardous substance:

Treatment area size (ha):

Methods to be used (tick applicable box):

	· Aerial
         

· Hand broadcast


· Turf spits/direct to ground

· Other control methods:

Describe briefly below:


	Yes      No

· 
(
· 
(
· 
(
· 
(

	· Bait stations and bags:

State heights of bait stations/bags:

Types of bait stations/bags used:          
                                                                 


	Yes      No

(
(


	Operational maps/lists


	Provide a description of the operational area.  Include here the name of the area/reserve, and the name(s) of the landowner(s), noting public and private land ownership.
- total area of ground control
__________ha

- total area of aerial control
__________ha




· Operational maps (hardcopy or electronic) should provide an adequate level of detail. A number of map options are available e.g. topographical (e.g. NZS 260 series or Topo 50 Series), GIS (geographic information systems), and electronic shape file if the relevant public health unit has facilities to use these. 
· More than one map may be needed to include all the information. Use maps of different scales if necessary.  

(
If using more than one hazardous substance, show on the map where each hazardous substance will be applied. The use of different colours or a colour code for different hazardous substances may help.
· Where applicable, clearly delineate Department of Conservation consent areas, buffer zones and other relevant information. 
· Identify the following on your map(s) by using a colour code, a number code or similar (capital letters refer to corresponding sections in the application form
	· Dwellings, marae, schools, community/club halls
	B

	· Huts, bivvies/shelters
	C

	· Camping sites and picnic areas
	C

	· Public roads and lay-bys
	C

	· Watercraft landing points
	C

	· Helicopter landing pads
	C

	· Popular swimming and fishing access points
	C

	· Historical/memorial tourist sites
	C

	· Urupa/cemeteries
	C

	· Recreational and amenity facilities (e.g. golf course, wedding or sporting venues)   
	C

	· Other outdoor activities gathering sites (e.g. caving, orienteering etc.)  
	C

	· Walking/biking/off-road tracks
	C

	· Any other specific sites or features that are readily accessible and may attract or concentrate public activity
	C

	· Drinking water supply intakes
	D


· Attach a digital copy of the operational map(s) with a digital application OR two hard copies if application is submitted in hard copy: A copy of the map (including any necessary changes) will be returned to you and form part of the health permission conditions.  A copy will be kept as a record by the officer issuing the permission (hard copy or electronically). 

	SECTION B:
 NOTIFICATIONS


Within two months prior to commencing the operation, you may be required to notify occupiers and, as far as practicable, owners of land, homes or buildings within the operational area and immediately abutting the operational area. Occupiers include schools, community and club halls and facilities. In the notification you may need to specifcy the name of the VTA(s) and other hazardous substance(s), the approximate date they will be applied, where they will be applied, who is applying them and  and information on safety and precautions..
	Have you attached a list of, and identified on the Section A map, all dwellings, marae, schools, community/club halls, recreational and amentity facilities in, and immediately abutting, the operational area?


	Yes (         No (

	Have you attached a copy of the information to be provided to landowners and occupiers of these premises in, and immediately abutting, the operational area?

	Yes (          No (

	How will you ensure that VTA and /or other hazardous substance baits are not applied near occupied dwellings?


	For aerial 1080 operations only: the Ministry of Health Guidelines for Issuing Permissions for the Use of Vertebrate Toxic Agents (Revised 2022) (https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/guidelines-issuing-permissions-use-vertebrate-toxic-agents) specify that “operators need to follow the consultation process as prescribed in the EPA’s (2009a) Communications Guideline for Aerial 1080 Operations (1080-Communications-Guidelines.pdf (epa.govt.nz)). When applying for a permission, operators should outline their communications for managing public health risks only…:”. 

Please outline your communications here: 




	Complaints and incidents


You may be required to report any incidents or complaints relating to the operation that are likely to impact on public health (not including persistent vexatious complaints or complaints where public exposure is implausible).
	How will you ensure that incidents or complaints are received, logged and notified?




	SECTION C:
 AREAS WHERE A RISK TO PUBLIC HEALTH MAY BE CREATED


You may be prohibited from applying VTA(s) and other hazardous substance(s)) within specified distances or within sight of dwellings, huts, access points, camping and public areas, walking and vehicle tracks, roads and lay-bys:

	Within the operational area, or within 150 m of the operational area, are there any:

	· Dwellings, marae, schools, community/club halls
	(  Yes

(  No

	· Huts, bivvies/shelters
	(  Yes

(  No

	· Camping sites and picnic areas
	(  Yes

(  No

	· Public roads and lay-bys
	(  Yes

(  No

	· Watercraft landing points
	(  Yes

(  No

	· Helicopter landing pads
	(  Yes

(  No

	· Popular swimming and fishing access points
	(  Yes

(  No

	· Historical/memorial/tourist sites
	(  Yes

(  No

	· Urupa/cemeteries
	(  Yes

(  No

	· Recreational and amenity facilities (e.g. golf course, wedding or sporting venues)   
	(  Yes

(  No

	· Other outdoor activities gathering sites (e.g. caving, orienteering etc.)  
	(  Yes

(  No

	· Walking, biking, off road tracks
	(  Yes

(  No

	· Any other specific sites or features that are readily accessible and may attract or concentrate public activity
	(  Yes

(  No

	If ‘yes’ to any above, list below and ensure they are clearly identified on Section A map(s):

	Give the source(s) of your information:

	Estimate the number of people visiting the operational area during the period of the operation. In particular, consider whether it is a high use area or if the number of people using it increase for specific events or according to the season or holiday periods (particularly think of children):

	· HIGH USE 

(more than 50 people per day) 
	· MODERATE USE 

(between 10 and 50 people per day)
	· LOW USE 

(fewer 10 people per day)

	Describe the baiting plans around these areas:



	List any areas where access is to be restricted or closed and how this will occur:



	Aerial applications to dwellings, huts, access points, camping and public areas, walking and vehicle tracks, roads and lay-bys


Under certain conditions, you may be permitted to aerially apply VTA(s) and/or other hazardous substance(s) over walking and vehicle tracks.

	List all dwellings, huts, access points, camping and public areas, walking and vehicle tracks, roads and lay-bys within the operational area over which you intend to aerially apply VTA(s) and/or other hazardous substance(s)  and ensure they are clearly identified on Section A map(s):



	Describe any risks from aerial application to dwellings, huts, access points, camping and public areas, walking and vehicle tracks, roads and lay-bys during school or public holidays, and how you will mitigate these:


	Describe the track clearance plan, including the time and frequency of track inspections:


	Confirm a GPS track log shall be recorded and maintained for each track clearance, and be available on request, for example if there is a complaint investigation:



	SECTION D:
 PROTECTION OF DRINKING WATER SUPPLIES


You may be required to identify appropriate mitigation measures to protect all water supplies (including domestic self-supplies) that draw water for human consumption from an abstraction point within the operational area, or within 200 m for ground-based applications, and within 400 m for aerial applications, downstream of the operational area where the water source is a surface waterbody that flows through or rises within the operational area. You may also be required to notify the water supplier of these measures. Information about potential mitigation measures, including provision of alternative water supplies, is available in the Ministry of Health Guidelines for Issuing Permissions for the Use of Vertebrate Toxic Agents (Revised 2022) available at https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/guidelines-issuing-permissions-use-vertebrate-toxic-agents
	Locations of drinking water supply intakes

	List drinking water supply intakes within the operational area, or within 200 m for ground-based applications, and within 400 m for aerial applications, downstream of the operational area where the water source is a surface waterbody that flows through or rises within the operational area and ensure they are clearly identified on Section A map(s):
Have these locations been confirmed with the water supplier? Yes / No
If your answer is no, describe how you have verified the location.




	Name of supply (1):

	Intake (insert your map code):
	Grid ref. of intake:  E

  N

	Type of supply (e.g. roof, bore, spring, river, lake, etc.):

	Have you made contact with the owner/operator of this supply?


(  Yes

(  No

	Detail any specific concerns raised or mitigations requested by the drinking water supplier:



	Describe the mitigation measures you will take:



	Note any proposed mitigation measures that have NOT been agreed with the water supplier and describe the reasons for this:




	Name of supply (2):

	Intake (insert your map code):
	Grid ref. of intake:  E

  N

	Type of supply (e.g. roof, bore, spring, river, lake, etc.):

	Detail any specific concerns raised or mitigations requested by the drinking water supplier:



	Have you made contact with the owner/operator of this supply?


(  Yes

(  No

	Describe the mitigation measures you will take:

 

	Note any proposed mitigation measures that have NOT been agreed with the water supplier and describe the reasons for this:




	Name of supply (3):

	Intake (insert your map code):
	Grid ref. of intake:  E

  N

	Type of supply (e.g. roof, bore, spring, river, lake, etc.):

	Detail any specific concerns raised or mitigations requested by the drinking water supplier:



	Have you made contact with the owner/operator of this supply?


(  Yes

(  No

	Describe the mitigation measures you will take:

 

	Note any proposed mitigation measures that have NOT been agreed with the water supplier and describe the reasons for this:




Return the completed application form to vtaapplications@health.govt.nz
� Hazardous substances requiring permissions refer to substances listed in Schedule 1 of the Environmental Protection Authority’s Instrument of Delegation. These are: sodium fluoroacetate (1080), sodium cyanide, potassium cyanide, yellow phosphorous, 3-chloro-p-toluidine-hydrochloride, microencapsulated zinc phosphate paste, Advion® fire ant bait, Amdro® fire ant bait, Campaign® ant bait.
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