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younger adults were 
more likely to smoke 

RYOs
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to smoke manufactured 

cigarettes
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one in six people smoke

14.1 years
Māori had the earliest 
mean age of initiation

39%
Māori continue to have the 

highest rates of smoking

4%3% 6%5%

2.7 years
Pacific smokers had the 

shortest time lag between 
initiation and uptake

four out of ten smokers had a drinking pattern 
that was considered potentially hazardous

one in four smokers have reported a 
diagnosed mental health condition(s)

the mean age of 
smoking initiation

17.7 years
the mean age of 
smoking uptake

14.8 
years
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