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Aide-Mémoire 

Meeting with Council of Medical Colleges  

 

 

Date due: 26 March 2024   

To: Hon Dr Shane Reti, Minister of Health  

Security level: IN CONFIDENCE Health Report number: H2024035508 

    

Details of  

meeting: 

 

Wednesday, 27th March 2024, 7.30pm to 8.15pm via Teams 

 

Purpose of  

meeting: 

The Council of Medical Colleges (CMC) has requested to meet with you and 

discuss your priorities for this year, with some time set aside for questions 

from CMC. 

  

Comment: Meeting with Council of Medical Colleges and Q&A 

• The CMC represents 17 medical colleges in New Zealand. The CMC 

plays a vital role in influencing our training capacity and shaping 

our pathways for future workforce.  

• Allison Bennett (GM, Health System Settings) and Joe Bourne (Chief 

Medical Officer) will be present at the meeting to support you in 

your discussion, if needed. 

• This aide-mémoire provides you with:  

o background information on the meeting (Appendix One)  

o talking points on your priorities for health, workforce and 

work programme (Appendix Two) 

o Questions and Answers (Q&A) to support you with 

indicated areas the CMC may like to discuss (Appendix 

Three).  

• The CMC has asked you to speak about the Government’s priorities 

for health and indicated it would like a substantive question and 

answer session for members. The CMC has indicated that the 

following topics might be raised: 

o equity  

o workforce challenges  

o public health  

o pandemic preparation and COVID-19 burden  
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o investment in preventative care  

o upcoming reviews. 

• Key issues of interest to CMC are patient safety, medical training, 

and workforce. The CMC supports increasing the number of home-

grown health practitioners and medical students, retention of 

existing staff, support for international migrants, admission 

schemes such as Māori and Pacific Admission Scheme (MAPAS) and 

achieving equitable health outcomes for Māori and all New 

Zealanders.  

• The CMC has previously raised concerns in a briefing to you 

(Briefing to the Incoming Minister – 12/05/2023), including the 

disestablishment of Māori Health Authority | Te Aka Whai Ora 

(MHA), repealing of the Smoke Free Environments Act and 

Therapeutic Products Act, and maintaining the stance on banning 

direct to consumer advertising of prescription medicines under the 

Therapeutic Products Act. 

• The CMC may also raise concerns about surgical trainees’ training 

experiences and ensuring enough training exposure and right-fit 

training expectations for the New Zealand context.  

 

 

 

 

Allison Bennett   

Group Manager, Health System Settings   

Strategy, Policy and Legislation   
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Appendix One: Background information on 

the Council of Medical Colleges  
 

Table 1 

The CMC represents 17 medical colleges: 

Australasian College for Emergency Medicine (ACEM) 

Australasian College of Sport and Exercise Physicians (ACSEP) 

Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists and Faculty of Pain Medicine (ANZCA) 

College of Intensive Care Medicine of Australia and New Zealand (CICM) 

The New Zealand College of Musculoskeletal Medicine (NZCMM) 

New Zealand College of Public Health Medicine (NZCPHM) 

The New Zealand College of Sexual and Reproductive Health (NZCSRH) 

Royal Australasian College of Medical Administrators (RACMA) 

The Royal Australasian College of Physicians (RACP) 

Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS) 

Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Ophthalmologists (RANZCO) 

The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologist (RANZCOG) 

The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists (RANZCP) 

The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists (RANZCR) 

The Royal College of Pathologist of Australasia (RCPA) 

Royal New Zealand College of Urgent Care (RNZCUC) 

The Royal New Zealand College of General Practitioners (RNZGP) 
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