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Snapshot of the past 7 days  
• Hawke’s Bay DHB experienced the fastest increase in cases this week with 9 cases (450 percent 

increase) with Counties Manukau experiencing the second largest increase with 22 cases (183 
percent increase).  

• There were decreases in cases for several DHBs this past week in Bay of Plenty (12 fewer 
cases), Canterbury (6 fewer cases), Capital and Coast (2 fewer cases), Hutt Valley (1 fewer 
case), South Canterbury (1 fewer case) and Wairarapa (5 fewer cases).  

• Cases among Māori and Pacific People have continued to stay low and at more comparative 
levels to Europeans.  

• The youngest age group (0-9) has the highest case count, but middle-aged cases (30-59) are 
most likely to be hospitalised.  

• Europeans and Māori are represented the most in hospitalisations, then Pacific people, 
although overall hospitalisation numbers are low.  

 

Demographic Trends   
The tables in this section show the new cases reported in the previous week between 17 January 
2022 and 23 January 2022 by DHB, age band and ethnicity. Omicron is now in the community. 22 
new cases have been identified by whole genomic sequencing. The other 188 new cases are not 
identified as part of the current omicron clusters.  
 
The most common ages of cases are still predominantly 0-12, continuing the pattern observed last 
week after a brief change to the 26-45 band having the most cases the week before that. Though the 
youngest age band is experiencing the most cases, those aged 30-49 are most likely to be 
hospitalised.  

PROACTIVELY RELEASED



PROACTIVELY RELEASED



PROACTIVELY RELEASED



 

5 | P a g e  
 

Tests  
The figures in this section show the number of tests in the six weeks from Monday 13 December 2021 
to Sunday 23 January 2022. 

The three Auckland DHBs continue to have the highest number of tests per 100,000 population out of 
all the DHBs. 

Testing rates in New Zealand are significantly lower than those in Australia, which 4,518 per 100,000 
per day over the week covering 18-25 January 2022. Lower test rates may be hiding undetected 
transmission especially over the holiday period which occurred in the last six weeks. This combined 
with the threat of Omicron may mean case figures are higher than they appear in our current data.  

Figure 1 Seven-day rolling average COVID-19 testing rate by prioritised ethnic group and region, 01 
August to 23 January 2022 

 
Source: Éclair testing database 27 January 2022; Excludes tests in returnees and border workers. 

Test positivity remained low, but the spike for Hawkes Bay last week should be followed up (Figure 
2). 
Figure 2 Test positivity by DHB  
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Epidemiological Curves 
The figures in this section show the number of new cases reported in the six weeks from Monday 13 
December 2021 to Sunday 23 January 2022.  

The number of cases this week (210) is lower than the number of cases reported in the previous week 
(304). This is still part of an overall decrease in cases observed from the end of 2021 onwards. Case 
numbers in Auckland Metro and Bay of Plenty are declining while Waikato DHB is steady after a spike 
in cases from 27-29 December 2021. Though Lakes is declining in case numbers now, there was an 
increase from 12-20 of January 2021    

 
Figure 3: Daily community cases across New Zealand from 13 December 2021 to 23 January 2022 
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Figure 4: Daily community cases by DHB from 13 December 2021 to 23 January 2022 
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Cases by Ethnicity  
The figures below show the number of new cases reported in the six weeks from Monday 13 
December 2021 to Sunday 23 January 2022.  

Cases across all ethnicities continue to decline with Māori and Pacific Peoples, who were once most 
represented, experiencing lower numbers similar to that of European and other groups. Asians are 
experiencing an increase in cases compared to previous weeks and on some days have even had 
higher case numbers than Māori. 

In Auckland Metro, cases for Māori and Pacific People have steadily declined in alignment with the 
national figures described above. Cases for other ethnic groups have generally remained steady with 
European or other and Asian groups experiencing slight increases towards the end of the period 
before declining to low levels also.   

In the Bay of Plenty, cases for Pacific Peoples have been low while those for European and Māori 
groups have had several peaks and troughs before declining to the low rates observed nationally. 
Europeans experienced a recent surge during late December which did not taper off until the second 
week of January. Any surges in cases could reflect the travel and general increased movement 
around the Christmas/New Year period as well as the summer festival season 

 
Figure 5: Daily community cases across New Zealand broken down by Ethnicity from 13 December 
2021 to 23 January 2022 
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Figure 6: Daily cases broken down by Ethnicity by DHB from 13 December 2021 to 23 January 2022 
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Cases by Age 
 
The figures below show the number of new cases reported in the six weeks from Monday 13 
December 2021 to Sunday 23 January 2022. 
 
All age groups have experienced a steady decline following peaks in mid- to late-December 2021 
except for the 66+ age group which has experienced low case numbers throughout this time which 
has been the case for the whole outbreak. The 0-12 and 26-45 age groups had both the highest case 
numbers throughout most of this period as well as the most dramatic peaks. This could have been 
due to dependents having to isolate with COVID-19 positive family members (or vice versa).   
 
 

 
Figure 4 COVID-19 community case numbers by prioritised ethnic group and age group,  
10 January to 23 January 2022 

 
Source: EpiSurv 0900hrs 27 January 2022 
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Cases by socio-economic indicators  
 
The figures in this section show the number of new cases reported in the six weeks from Monday 13 December 2021 
to Sunday 23 January 2022. 
 
The maps show the cases reported in the past six weeks in the three Auckland DHBs, with a housing deprivation score 
of the region of the case’s home address. There continues to be is a clear correlation between the number of cases 
reported, and area deprivation score.  
 
In early December, the figure illustrating cases by vaccination status and housing deprivation (see next page) showed 
that the majority of cases in the outbreak across New Zealand are unvaccinated. There is also a correlation between 
cases and housing deprivation regardless of vaccination status with those most deprived being most represented in 
case numbers. Within the most deprived group, those who had not been fully vaccinated were significantly more likely 
to test positive for covid.  However, by mid-December onwards as case numbers declined overall, this pattern was less 
apparent with cases appearing more evenly distributed among all deprivation scores regardless of vaccination status. 
However, in the last week a pattern of cases among those most deprived appeared again in both vaccinated and 
unvaccinated groups. The higher case rate amongst those not fully vaccinated is still clear.  
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Figure 9: Hospitalised case breakdown by Age group from 16 December 2021 to 23 January 2022. Average age of 
Hospitalised cases during this period is 40 

 
Figure 10: Hospitalised case breakdown by Ethnicity from 16 December 2021 to 23 January 2022 
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