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Téna koe
Response to your request for official information

Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) which was
transferred from the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet to the Ministry of Health (the
Ministry) on 2 December 2021. You asked for:

“a copy of the public health advice which forms the basis for excluding outdoor swimming
pools from use under the same restrictions as other outdoor exercise.”

The Ministry has identified one document within scope of your request. This document is
itemised in Appendix 1 of this letter and a copy has been enclosed. As noted in the document, a
meeting was held on 28 September 2021 to consider potential changes to Alert Level 3 settings.
The Public Health advice regarding pools provided by the Ministry can be found in Appendix 1
of the enclosed document, this is an accurate reflection of the discussions held.

| trust this information fulfils your request. Under section 28(3) of the Act, you have the right to
ask the Ombudsman to review any decisions made under this request. The Ombudsman may
be contacted by email at: info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or by calling 0800 802 602.

Please note that this response, with your personal details removed, may be published on the

Ministry website at: https://www.health.govt.nz/about-ministry/information-releases/responses-
official-information-act-requests.

Naku noa, na

A

Maree Roberts
Deputy Director-General
System Strategy and Policy



Appendix 1: List of documents for release

# Date

Document Details

Decision on release

1 28 September 2021

Memo — Proposed staged step-down
to Alert Level 3 settings in the
Auckland region

Released in full
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Document 1

Memo

Proposed staged step-down to Alert Level 3 settings in the Auckland (l/

region
To: Dr Ashley Bloomfield, Director-General of Health
Copy to: Maree Roberts, Deputy Director-General, System Strategy and Polj C)
Dr Caroline McElnay, Director of Public Health
P .
N
From: Angela Hassan-Sharp, General Manager, COVID-19 Poligy ;\@ nse
Date: 28 September 2021 @
For your: Decision 3

Q‘Q

O
Purpose of report Q

1.

This briefing is seeking your agreement to prdposed public health advice on potential
changes to Alert Level 3 settings for the d region to inform a DPMC-led briefing

to Ministers. This will be going to Mjtigters)for their consideration tomorrow at the
11.30am meeting that you will be ing. \/

Background

2. There is a need to reyi QAlert Level 3 settings given the potential tail of the
current COVID-19 ou k and challenges in supporting compliance and maintaining ,
wellbeing. This willNpform Cabinet's decision to identify what changes could be made /
to step dow evel 3 settings in a staged approach before moving to Alert Level 2.

3. On Tues

4.

&

N

a

eptember 2021, officials from the Ministry of Health (including Public
OVID-19 Policy) and the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet
et. The intention was to consider potential changes to Alert Level 3 settings

(
ﬁe Auckland region and assessed whether they would be fit for purpose over the
xt three weeks.

re proposing a staged step down from Alert Level 3 settings

risk and would assist in supporting compliance and wellbeing. You will find the

On balance, the group determined that phased changes could be made that are low- /
proposed staged changes in Alert Level 3 settings in Appendix 1.

The timing of the proposed changes would work towards the re-opening of schools in
week one of term 4 (the week commencing 18 October) if this is supported by the case
information at that time. The week-by-week progression of potential changes would
depend on the outcomes of consecutive Public Health Risk Assessments. This would be
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a way to help manage the risk of being able to reinstate restrictions if the context
changes.

6. We are not proposing to change the boundary permissions between Alert Levels 3 and
2 as part of these changes. We acknowledge the pressures that these boundaries are
placing on people’s wellbeing and have had reports from Healthline that this is causing
distress to the point of being abusive. At this stage, the boundary is a key tool in
preventing the spread of COVID-19 across the country. Decisions on Alert Level 2 will %
continue to be reviewed alongside the step-down approach. \ Le

Education settings o 7}‘thvz{)€§,w 7/

7. We are supportive of efforts to re-open education settings due to the overal
benefits of education. As part of the proposals,eafyshjldhood educ?i&w d be
)

permitted to open in the week commencing(October 4. Schools (for y, 1¥13) would

re-open in the week commencing October 18 T6-atign with the st ?\ e school term.

8. In discussions, particularly around education settings for childr er 12, it was
emphasised that we need to consider how we can strength ination levels for
school staff or provide other potential measures to prev &pread of COVID-19 in
those environments. We will also work with DPMC n&Ministry of Education to
scope potential changes to manage potential publi h settings in schools, \//
particularly around vaccinations.

4
9. If you agree to the proposed cha \ ppendix 1, and these are agreed to by
Ministers, we will recommend included in potential amendments to the
COVID-19 Public Health Resp@Alert Level Requirements) Order (No 11) 2021 and
consecutive versions. This rgecommendation will be explicit in the Cabinet paper on the
review of Alert Level [ o be prepared on Thursday 30 September 2021.

Next steps Q®~\

10. We will also work wi MC and the Ministry of Education to scope potential changes
to manage pot@ | public health settings in schools, particularly around vaccinations.

Recommendations

| recomn@?at you:
a) @e that the group has reviewed current settings and proposed a staged
%ep down of Alert Level 3 settings for the Auckland region from 4 October

2021 (dependent on public health advice at the time) to inform advice to

@ Ministers that will be considered tomorrow at the 11.30am meeting you will
\ be attending (29 September 2021).

Q~ b)  Note that we are seeking your agreement to the proposals in Appendix 1. \Noted

]
¢)  Agree that if you agree to the changes in appendix 1, they will be provided
to DPMC for input into DPMC's Cabinet paper on the review of Alert Levels.



. é Document 1
HEALTH
MANATU HAUORA

d) Note if Ministers agree to this advice, we will provide you with further advic
to make appropriate changes in a potential amendment to the COVID-19
Public Health Response (Alert Level Requirements) Order (No 11) 2021.

e) Note that we will work with DPMC and the Ministry of Education to sco;@ (L
potential changes to manage potential public health settings in schools, %
particularly around vaccinations. \Q

i ;\'O
Si ) ] Date: tember 2021

Dr Ashley Bloomfield
Director-General of Health

Te Tu Whakarae mo te Hauora Q‘\O

N
"\\0(2}
O‘\
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