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Consultation on amendment of the Medicines (Standing Order) Regulations to enable nurse 
practitioners to issue standing orders 
 
Please respond to the questions below. 
 
Response from: The Optometrists and Dispensing Opticians Board 
 

 
1. What do you see as the potential benefits of an amendment to the Regulations to authorise 

nurse practitioners to issue standing orders now rather than as part of the review of the 
regulatory regime for therapeutic products?  

Nurse Practitioners will be able to work to the full extent of their scope of practice to support 
models of care that improve access for priority populations. Access to medicines will be 
improved in Nurse Practitioner led practice settings. Teamwork and efficiency between 
Doctors, Nurse Practitioners and Registered Nurses will be improved. In addition, this will see 
the best use of their knowledge and skill implemented and will reduce the burden on other 
health practitioners to deliver the right care at the right time.  

Why delay any of these benefits if they can be actioned now? Delay means patient care is not 
being optimised. 

The Board sees potential wider benefit for the public by an amendment to the Regulations to 
authorise optometrists to issue standing orders now as well – please see our accompanying 
submission document.  

 
 

2. What do you see as the potential risks of an amendment to the Regulations to authorise nurse 
practitioners to issue standing orders now rather than as part of the review of the regulatory 
regime for therapeutic products?  
 
The Board does not see any risk by an amendment to the Regulations to authorise nurse 
practitioners to issue standing orders now rather than as part of the review of the regulatory 
regime for therapeutic products.  
 
The Board wishes to see the Regulations amended to authorise optometrists to issue 
standing orders now as well - please see our accompanying submission document.  

 
 

 
 

3. Please provide examples to show the implications of an amendment to the Regulations to 
authorise nurse practitioners to issue standing orders now rather than as part of the review of 
the regulatory regime for therapeutic products?  

Please see the Board’s response to question 1. 

 

The following documents can be accessed online 

• Medicines Act 1981 www.legislation.govt.nz. 
• Medicines Regulations 1981 www.legislation.govt.nz. 
• Medicines (Standing Orders) Regulation 2002 www.legislation.govt.nz. 
• Competencies for the Nurse Practitioner Scope of Practice 

http://www.nursingcouncil.org.nz/Nurses/Scopes-of-practice/Nurse-practitioner 
 
 
Consultation 
We seek your feedback on amendment to the Medicines (Standing Order) Regulations. Please use the 
response form in Appendix 1 to record your feedback. 
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Please send your feedback to: 
 

Alison Hussey 
Senior Advisor, Nursing 
Office of the Chief Nurse 
Ministry of Health 
PO Box 5013 
Wellington 6145 
 

OR 
 

Email: Alison_hussey@moh.govt.nz 
 

Responses must be received by 5pm, 24 November 2015. 




