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Technical Expert Advisory Group: Electronic Cigarette Product Safety
	Date:
	25 June 2018

	Time:
	10.00am – 12.30pm

	Location:
	Meeting held via Zoom Video/Web Conferencing

	Chair:
	Hayden McRobbie

	Attendees:
	Rebecca Ruwhiu-Collins, Andrew Dent, Nell Rice, Julian Crane, Paul Marshall [members]
Khay Ooi, Sally Stewart, Veronica Adams [Ministry attendees]

	Apologies:
	QJ Satchell, Penelope Truman, Murray Winiata



	Item
	Notes

	1
	Welcome and introductions
	The Chair welcomed members to the technical expert advisory group. 

	2
	Conflict of interest declaration
	The Chair asked if there were any updates needed for the conflict of interest table. There were none.

	3
	The group discussed the proposed New Zealand quality and safety standard for vaping products and Consultation paper on safety requirements for vaping products. 

Draft New Zealand Standard for vaping products
Personnel and Premises
· Clarity required about qualifications and training for personnel who handle vaping liquids. 
· Comment about cleanliness of premises, including pest control.
· The Ministry will include guidance in an accompanying guidance document. 

Ingredients for vaping liquids
· Consideration of what is a validated supplier in the procurement of vaping liquids and ingredients. 
· Discussion on requiring ethanol to meet a pharmacopoeial standard before it is allowed to be used in vaping liquids. 
· Consideration of whether propylene glycol (PG) and vegetable glycerine (VG), if used in flavouring ingredients, should be pharmaceutical grade. 
· Clarification of what ‘impurities’ covers in regards to vaping liquids. 
· Clarification that ingredient testing is undertaken by the e-liquid manufacturer. 
· Discussion on the solubility of menthol, as this is commonly used as a flavour. 
· The Ministry will prepare a guidance document which will support the draft New Zealand standard.

Disallowed ingredients
· Discussion on whether the New Zealand standard needs to cover all specific target organ toxicity (STOT) substances. Agreement that STOT category 1 substances will be covered (substances which could produce significant toxicity in humans following repeated or prolonged exposure). 

Records
· Discussion on whether records should be kept for the entire shelf life of the product. 
· The Ministry will include guidance in a guidance document. 

Containers and closures
· Comment on plastics used for containers being ‘at least’ food grade. 
· Discussion about what ‘leak-tight’ means and what containers require child-resistant closures. 
· Discussion on whether sealed containers such as pods and cartridges are considered as refillable containers. 
· The Ministry will include guidance in a guidance document.

Vaping device
· Discussion on whether the suggested battery standard IEC 62133, is a transport standard. 

Testing
· Discussion on the validation of test methods. The Ministry will include guidance in a guidance document. 

Packaging
· Discussion on whether vaping products need to be in standardised packaging, consistent with current tobacco product regulations. The Ministry is considering whether to develop packaging regulations that are specific to different product types, such as vaping products. 

Minimum information requirements for labelling
· Discussion on whether the names and quantities of all ingredients need to be listed on product labelling. There was also discussion on declaration of ethanol on the label when it is used as an ingredient in e-liquid. The Ministry will add this question to the consultation paper
· Comment on whether a date of manufacture needs to be included on product label. 

Advisory statements on labels of vaping liquid containers
· Discussion on the proposed advisory statements on labels ‘Only use if you are a smoker’. 
· Discussion on whether e-liquids can have their own labels that have a similar meaning to those proposed in the New Zealand standard. 

Consultation on safety requirements for vaping products
Limit on nicotine strength
· Discussion on maximum nicotine strength in free-base e-liquids and nicotine salt e-liquids. The document needs to be clearer about the rationale for the two different proposed nicotine strengths, particularly the 60 mg/mL limit for nicotine in vaping liquids made using nicotine salts, as compared to the 36 mg limit for nicotine in vaping liquids made using free-base nicotine.

Nicotine salts
· Discussion on what substances could be allowed as a nicotine salt. 

Containers and tanks
· Discussion on refillable nicotine salt pods/cartridges and how this is captured in the consultation paper.

Minimum information requirements for labelling
· The Ministry will revise the consultation questions based on earlier discussion about the New Zealand standard.   

Warning and advisory statements
· The Ministry will revise the consultation questions based on earlier discussion about the New Zealand standard.

Manufacturing standards
· Comment that the International Standards Organization (ISO) is developing standards for puff topography and analytical methods for PG/VG and emissions. 

	4
	This is the final Technical Expert Advisory Group meeting. The meeting closed at 12.30pm. 



	Item
	Action

	1
	The Ministry will consider comments made by the advisory group and revise the proposed New Zealand standard for vaping products and associated consultation paper. 
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